Chi nese, Over seas

Over the five thousand years of Chinese civilization, the
Chi nese people have mgrated to virtually all the areas in the
wor| d. The overseas Chinese today are wi dely spread over the
gl obe, residing in al nost every country of the world. In the late
1990s, there was an estimated 31 mllion Chinese living in 76
countries outside mainland China (including Hong Kong and Macao)
and Tai wan, conprising nore than 98 percent of all overseas
Chi nese. A fanous Chi nese poem notes that, “wherever the ocean
waves touch, there are overseas Chinese.”

Wio Are the Overseas Chi nese?

Definitions of the overseas Chinese vary fromcountry to
country and from scholar to scholar. No definition is unfailingly
sharp and conci se because the deci sion on whether or not a person
or a group is overseas Chinese tends to be made by governnents,
bot h Chi nese and foreign, by the individual persons thenselves,
by the larger societies alongside and within which the Chinese
settlers live, and by individual scholars (WIIlianms 1960).

Pan’s (1999) discussion of the concept is illumnating. She
represents the Chinese people in a series of four concentric
circles. The innernost circle refers to Chinese |iving
permanently in the People’ s Republic of China (PRC). The next
circle consists of Chinese living in Taiwan and Hong Kong, as
wel | as Chinese citizens living or studying outside China. The
third circle includes those “unequivocally identified as overseas
Chinese”; these are what she calls the hyphenated Chinese, e.g.

Chi nese- Aneri cans, Sino-Thais, etc. They are people who are



“Chi nese by descent but whose non-Chinese citizenship and
political allegiance collapse ancestral loyalties.” The |ast
circle contains persons of “Chinese ancestry who have, through
intermarriage or other neans of assimilation, nelted into another
peopl e and ceased calling thensel ves Chi nese.”

The termhua ren is comonly used to refer to overseas
Chi nese who have been naturalized by their host countries, and
the termhua qgiao to overseas Chi nese who have retained their
Chinese nationality and |ikely consider thenselves as sojourners
(Wen, 1985). When devel oping our estimate of 31 mllion overseas
Chi nese, we used a broad definition that included as overseas
Chinese all persons with Chinese ancestry |iving abroad (outside
the mai nl and and Tai wan), including hua ren, hua giao, and hua vyi
(the descendants of Chinese parents) (see also Poston and Yu
1992; Poston et al., 1994).

Patterns of Chinese Enmigration

According to Wang (1991; also see Ye, 2000), there have been
four major patterns of Chinese mgration during the past two
centuries. The first is the Huashang (Chi nese trader) pattern
which is characterized by nmerchants and artisans, and, often
their coll eagues and nenbers of their extended famlies, going
abroad, and eventually setting up businesses. The mgrants are
usual | y mal es, and over one or two generations, many of the
unmarried nmale mgrants tend to "settle down and bring up | ocal
fam lies" (Wang, 1991, 5). Huashang migrati on has been the
dom nant pattern in the growh of Chinese emgration to other

Asian countries, particularly Southeast Asia before 1850 (Uchida



1960; Fitzgerald 1965). The Huashang pattern is the nost basic
pattern and has predoninated since the earliest tinme. Indeed it
is likely that the very first Chinese emgration, which was to

ei ther Japan or the Philippines, and which occurred during the

Q n Dynasty (221-207 BC), was of the Huashang type. And whereas
the other three patterns have definite tenporal periods
associated with them the Huashang was and remai ns today the nost
basi c of the Chinese mgration patterns.

The second is the Huagong (Chinese coolie) pattern which
occurred from about the 1850s through the 1920s when Chi nese
mgrated to North America and Australia; this mgration invol ved
"coolie trade" in gold mning and railway building (Canpbell,
1923; McKenzie, 1925; Stewart, 1951; Kung, 1962; Shen, 1970).
Chi nese em grants under the Huagong pattern were often nen of
peasant origin, and the mgrations were usually transitional in
that a "large proportion of the contract |aborers returned to
China after their contract cane to an end" (Wang, 1991, 6).

The third is the Huaqgi ao (Chi nese sojourner) pattern.
Al t hough this kind of mgration included all types of mgrants,
it was strongly conprised of well-educated professionals. It
predom nated after the downfall of Inperial China in 1911 and was
strongly tied in with feelings of nationalism Beginning in the
1920s, many teachers left China to go abroad to instruct the
children of Chinese immgrants in the countries of Southeast Asia
(Pan, 1990, 206). The pattern dom nated until the 1950s.

The fourth is the Huayi (Chinese descent) pattern, a nore

recent phenonenon, and preval ent since the 1950s. It involves



persons of Chi nese descent, Huayi, in one foreignh country
mgrating or re-migrating to another foreign country.

O the four, the Huashang is the nost elenmentary and has
been occurring for the longest tinme. Mst of today's gl obal
m gration of Chinese is of the Huashang type, and will be so in
the future

The Size And Distribution O The Overseas Chi nese

W have gathered data on the nunmbers of overseas Chinese
fromseveral sources, nainly issues of the Overseas Chinese
Econony Year Book (1996, 2000) and the Encycl opedia of Overseas
Chi nese (Pan, 1999). More than 31 million overseas Chinese |live
in 76 countries, conprising nore than 98 percent of all the
overseas Chinese living in nore than 130 countries. The
di stribution of the overseas Chinese around the world is uneven
t hough wi despread. O the 31 mllion overseas Chinese, about 85
percent reside in 21 Asian countries, and over ten percent |live
in 26 countries of the Americas. O the alnost 24 mllion
overseas Chinese living in Asia, 75 percent live in just three
countries: 7 mllion in Indonesia, 6 mllion in Thail and, and
over S mllion in Malaysia. O the nearly 4 mllion Chinese
living in the Arericas, alnost 2.5 mllion [ive in the United
St ates.

What Are the Characteristics O The Host Countries? Are
there any noticeable regularities about the |ocations of the
overseas Chinese? Are Chinese found nore so in rich or in poor
countries, and in small or in large countries? |Is there a

di stance gradient in their settlenent patterns?



There is a positive association anong the countries of the
wor |l d between the | ogged val ues of the nunber of overseas Chinese
popul ation and the host country's total population, and this
relationship is maintained when the world is divided into Asian
and non-Asi an countries; the |larger the population of the host
country, the larger the popul ation of the overseas Chinese in the
country. This sane pattern of relationships is also found for the
country vari abl e of geographic size, although the nmagnitude is
not as high. There is not nuch of a relationship between the
nunber of overseas Chinese (either absolute or relative) in the
country and the per capita G oss National Product of the country,
and this is particularly the case anong all the countries of the
wor | d, and anong the Asian countries; there is a nodest positive
correlation anong the non-Asian countries. Anmong the Asian
countries there is a high negative associ ation between the nunber
of overseas Chinese and the distance in kilonmeters from Guangzhou
(Canton), the capital city of Guangdong Province, the major
provi nce fromwhich Chinese emgration was initiated; the farther
away the country from Guangzhou, the smaller the nunber of
overseas Chinese. The relationship is | ower anong the non-Asian
countries. Finally, anmong the Asian countries, there is a
positive relationship between the relative nunber of overseas
Chi nese and popul ation density; the higher the density of the
country, the larger the relative nunber of overseas Chinese. This
association is highly conditioned by outliers, such as Singapore.

Concl usi on



Chi nese emigration started thousands of years ago to other
Asi an countries, particularly in Southeast Asia. During the 19th
and early 20th centuries, |arge nunbers of Chinese enigrants went
to virtually every country of the world. Nowadays the direction
and magni tude of Chinese international mgration are |argely
affected by the mgration policies at origin and destination.
Immgration is now limted in many countries, including such host
countries as Australia, Canada, New Zeal and, and the United
States; this has resulted in a sizable nunber of illega
em grants from Chi na

The growth patterns of the overseas Chinese in the future
will be affected nore by international emgration and immgration
than by fertility and nortality. In fact, Massey has witten that
“China’s novenent towards markets and rapid econom c growt h may
contain the seeds of an enornous mgration ... that woul d produce
a flowof immgrants [to the U S. and other countries] that would
dwarf |l evels of migration now observed from Mexi co (Massey, 1995,
649). The potential for international mgration fromChina is a
“tsunam on the horizon” (Col dstone, 1997).

The overseas Chinese population in the world in the late
1990s conprised nore than 31 million persons, a nunber |arger
than the total popul ation of either Canada, Peru, Kenya, or
Al geria, and alnost twice the total population of Syria or the
Net herl ands. The nunbers of overseas Chinese are likely to becone
even larger in future decades. The overseas Chi nese have had, and

wi Il continue to have, inportant and significant influences in



their host countries and are certainly not an inconsequenti al

popul ati on. Dudl ey L. Poston, Jr.
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