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Publications:

Rosalind S. Chou and Joe R. Feagin
Myth of the Model Minority: Asian Americans Facing Racism by
Paradigm Publishers
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Stjepan G. Mestrovic and Ronald Lorenzo, "Durkheim's Concept of Anomie and the
Abuse at Abu Ghraib" Journal of Classical Sociology, Volume 8, Issue 2, May 2008, pp. 179-207

Edward Murguia and Kim Diaz. “Mexican Immigration Scenarios Based on the South African
Experience of Ending Apartheid” Societies Without Borders 3 2008: 209-227.



Amanda Baumle, D’Lane Compton and Dudley L. Poston, Jr.

2008. Same Sex Partners: The Social Demography of Sexual Orien-
tation. SUNY Press.

Valdez, Zulema. 2008. “The Effect of Social Capital on White, Ko-
rean, Mexican and Black Business Owners’ Earnings in the US,” Jour-
nal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. Volume 34(6):995-973.

Research Awards:

Rosalind Chou received the Ruth C. Shaffer Award for her ASA paper, "The White Myth of the
Model Minority: Disguising Racial Oppression" Rosalind presented her paper in the ASA Racial
and Ethnic Minorities Paper Section:Raced Crimes: Sustaining Racial Boundaries, Attacking
Raced Bodies.

Jim Burk has received a grant from the Russell Sage Foundation to study contemporary race
relations in the US Army. The central question for research is whether institutional reforms to dis-
mantle race-based discrimination made in the 1970s and 1980s are adequate to meet the chal-
lenges of the increasingly diverse force of the present. To address the question, Burk will survey
studies done since the end of the Persian Gulf War to assess the warrant for claims made about
racial patterning (or its absence) in the areas of recruitment, job assignment and promotion, ad-
ministration of military justice, and the allocation of veterans’ benefits. Evelyn Espinoza will work
with Burk as the graduate research assistant for the project.

Jennifer Mueller received a
RESI Graduate Student Research
Award.

Ed Murguia received the “Foun-
ders Award” from the section on
Latina/o Sociology at the ASA this
August.

Here is an excerpt from section chair
Denise Segura ‘s presentation of the
award: We present you with a special
award, the "Latina/o Sociology Sec-
tion Founders Award" in recognition
of your outstanding contributions to
our discipline and section.




Murguia (continued)

Throughout the years you have given generously of your time to strengthen the visibility and
status of the Latina/o Sociology Section, worked tirelessly with colleagues on numerous projects,
and mentored many students as a faculty member and during your tenure as the Director of the
Minority Fellowship Program. The impressive range of your research is not only foundational but
cutting-edge and is required reading in race-ethnicity and Latina/o sociology.

Meeting Participation:

Ryan Ashley Caldwell and Stjepan G. Mestrovic, "It Was Not the Lucifer Effect: Zimbardo,
Gender, and Anomie in Relation to Abu Ghraib, "American Sociological Association.

Stuart Hysom was one of the organizers for the Annual Group Process meetings held on July
31st in Boston. He also organized and participated in a session on “Ideas about Group Proc-
esses: Across Academic Generations”

Wesley Dean, H. Morgan Scott, and William A. Mclntosh.. “The Moral Economy of
Trust: Explaining the Antibiotic Treatment Behavior of Beef-Feedlot Operators.” Presented at the
annual meeting of the Association for the Study of Food and Society, New Orleans, LA. June 6.

Reuben May, “Average Players’ Hoop Dreams: Social Reproduction, Athletic Aspirations, and
Black Male Basketball Players," paper presented at the American Sociological Association

Wm. Alex Mcintosh, Mi Jeong Kim, Glen Tolle, Jie-sheng Jan, Wesley Dean,

Cruz Torres, Rudy Nayga, Jenna Anding and Karen S. Kubena. 2008. “Parenting and Time
Children Spend in Eating and Non-Sedentary Activities.” Presented at the annual meeting of the
Association for the Study of Food and Society, New Orleans, LA. June 6.

Wm. Alex Mcintosh, Wesley Dean, Glen Tolle, Cruz Torres, Rudy Nayga,
Jenna Anding, and Karen S. Kubena. 2008. “Parental Work and Children’s Time Spent in Eating
and Non-Sedentary Activities.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Rural Sociological Society,
Manchester, NH. July 31.

Alex Mclntosh participated in a Round Table on “The NIH Programs for Youth and Family
Research” at the Rural Sociology meetings and chaired a session

Alex Mclintosh participated in poster session on “Graduate Programs in Sociology.” at ASA.

Jennifer Mueller, Panel presentation at Association of Black Sociologists (ABS) - "Cultural
Representations of the Rwandan Genocide"

Jennifer Mueller, Roundtable presentation at ASA - "Homocide Survivorship and the Experi-
ences of Black and White Americans" with Danielle Dirks and Elyshia Aseltine (UT-Austin)



Hiroshi Ono was invited to participate in the mentoring panel at apre-conference organized by
the Communication and Information Technology section of the ASA (CITASA).

Heili Pals and Howard B. Kaplan. "Externalization and the incongruity in person/
environment affluence in explaining the continuity of negative self-feelings" (Section on Sociology
of Mental Health / New Directions in Stress Research), ASA.

Heili Pals and Howard B. Kaplan. "Long-term effects of adolescent negative self-
feelings on adult deviance moderated by neighborhood affluence and mediated by low expecta-
tions" (Deviance and Social Control Regular Session), ASA.

Dudley L. Poston, Li Zhang, and Wadha Saeed Khamis Alnuaimi, “The Social
Demography of China’s Muslims,”

Jane Sell was one of the organizers for the Annual Group Process meetings held on July
31st in Boston. She also organized a session on Race/Ethnicity Studies in Group Process
and presented a paper on “Experimental Investigations of Social Dilemmas”

Brittany Slatton, “Responses to the Portrayals of African American Women in Modern
Media”, Association of Black So-
ciologists

Zulema Valdez and Glenn

Bracey, “Group-Based Re-
sources and Political Participation
among Latinos in the U.S.” Pre-
sented at the Panel on Latino/a
Sociology, American Sociological
Association Annual Meeting,

Zulema Valdez. “Beyond Eth-
nic Entrepreneurship: An Embed-
ded Market Approach to Group
Affiliation in American Enter-
prise.” Presented at the Section
on Racial and Ethnic Minorities
Panel, American Sociological As-
sociation Annual Meeting,

Jennifer Guillen, Juanita Garcia and Lorena Murga pictured above at the Latina/
os sections’ Norma Williams workshop, ASA.



Zulema Valdez (Organizer and Committee

Chair) and Nadia Flores at the Latino/a
Sociology Section’s Norma Williams Work-
shop, July 31st, Boston

At the ASA meetings in Boston, in addition to
attending sessions and talking to demogra-

phers, Dudley and Pat Poston enjoyed
a wonderful Italian meal on Sunday

evening with Rachel Cortes, Christine
Guarneri, Li Zhang, Bethany DeSalvo,
Eugenia Conde, and Bruce Robert-

son (who is not in the photo because he was
the photographer)




More hard work-
ing sociologists at
ASA: Jennifer
Mueller, Kris-
ten Lavelle,

Glenn Bracey,
Michelle Christian

and Rosalind
Chou

Transitions

On June 10, 2008, Ginny Garcia successfully defended her
dissertation “An American Irony: The Story of Mexican Immigrant
Poverty in the Land of Immigrants.” Her doctoral committee con-
sisted of Dudley Poston (chair), Mark Fossett, Rogelio Saenz, and Alex Mcintosh. Con-
gratulations, Dr. Garcia!

On Tuesday, June 17th, Chris Russell successfully defended her doctoral dissertation
proposal examining mortality differentials with micro-data and spatial data. Her committee
is comprised of Dudley Poston (chair), Mark Fossett, Rogelio Saenz, and Douglas Wun-

neburger.

On May 9th, Glen Tolle successfully passed his written and oral preliminary exams. His
Committee is comprised of Jane Sell (co-Chair) , Alex McIntosh (co-Chair), Jeff Ackerman
and Holly Foster.



ETC.

On July 18, 2008, Rosalind Chou was interviewed by insidehighered.com the url:
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2008/07/18/asian

Rob Mackin was named associate editor with the journal Sociology of Religion. His tenure will
last 3 years.

Reuben May was cited in an article in the Toronto Star on night club dress codes on August 3,
2008. The article was titled, "Putting the code in night club dress codes" by Andrew Chung
http://www.thestar.com/News/article/471852

Reuben May was interviewed on the radio program "John Oakley Morning Show" Toronto,
Canada on Tuesday August 5th regarding dress codes in Toronto night clubs.

Jennifer Mueller was elected as Student Representative for the Section on Racial and Ethnic
Minorities for the ASA

On June 19th, Dudley Pos-
ton, Mark Fossett, Ro-

gelio Saenz, and Amanda
Baumle participated in a
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sored by the Texas Economic
and Demographic Association,
titled “What Today’s Demogra-
phy Can Do For You.” Amanda
spoke on Same-sex Partner-
ing; Mark spoke on Residential
Segregation; Rogelio spoke on
Race and Ethnic Demography;
and Dudley spoke on Age and
Sex Structure. Danielle
Deng, Eugenia Conde,
Leslie Meyer, and
Bruce Robertson at-
tended the Workshop to keep
their professors on their toes.

Dudley Poston presented a university lecture at Yeungnam University in Daegu, South
Korea. There were several big posters around the campus announcing the lecture (written
in Korean, although Dudley’s name and Texas A&M were written in English).
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The MSC Stark gallery currently has an exhibit of portraits and auto-portraits of artists. Included in
this collection on loan from Syracuse University is a bronze sculpture of lvan Mestrovic done by
the artist himself. lvan Mestrovic was a renowned artist and also the grandfather of

Dr. Stjepan Mestrovic. The exhibit will be at Texas A&M until September.

Stark Gallery Statement: The Artist Revealed, organized by the Syracuse University Art
Collection, is an exhibition comprised of fifty pieces in various media forms, including painting and
sculpture, and showcases various self portraits and depictions of well known artists, actors, writ-
ers, and musicians. The exhibit is a fascinating review of the transformation the transcendent art
form of portraiture as endured, highlighting the most influential pieces throughout the process.

ARRIVALS:

Shilpa Ranganathan and her husband greeted their son, Reyansh

Xi Chen and Keith Kerr wel-
comed their son.



William P. Kuvlesky, our friend and colleague passed away on May
5th, 2008. Below is the obituary that appeared in The Rural Sociologist
and will appear in ASA Footnotes.

Bill was born in North Braddock, Pa. He grew up on a dairy
farm in western Pa and he served in the Marine Corps. After his serv-
ice in the military, Bill attended Penn State University where he received
his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees. He and his family moved to College
Station in 1964 where he was a professor in the Texas A&M University
Departments of Rural Sociology and Sociology. He retired in 1997 as
Professor Emeritus of Sociology.

Bill was especially interested and active in research on rural
groups. He was an active member of the Rural Sociological Society
throughout his career. He was particularly interested in exploring the
factors that lead to systematic disadvantage for low income and minor-
ity youth. On this topic he published scores of chapters and research
monographs and many articles in such journals as Rural Sociology, So-
cial Science Quarterly, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Humanity and Society and The Rural Sociolo-
gist. In particular, his research severely challenged the view that minorities were disadvantaged due to their
“pathological subculture.” He served several times as the chair of the Rural Sociological Society’s re-
search committee for occupational and educational behavior, and he played a leadership role in several
long-term studies of disadvantaged families for the USDA and the Agricultural Experiment Station at Texas
A&M University and Prairie View A&M University.

He was elected to the Texas Academy of Science in 1971 and served in the academy in different
positions including the Vice President of the social science divisions. He also served as the President of the
Southwestern Sociological Association in 1974. Bill was inspired by the growing Humanist movement in
sociology and served as the President of the Association for Humanist Sociology in 1980.

Within Texas A&M, Bill was a champion for democratic leadership and was certainly not shy about
telling administrators when he thought they had acted in an autocratic fashion. Dedicated to the goal of a
democratic university, Bill served on the ad hoc committee that successfully created the faculty senate at
Texas A&M. He occupied several leadership positions in the Department of Sociology, including Graduate
Advisor at several different points in time and Associate Head in 1992-1993.

Bill was above all, an impassioned teacher. Known as ‘Kuvy‘ to his graduate students, he taught
many different courses, but his favorite was sociological theory. Bill liked to challenge his students to de-
velop their own logical analyses of theories and be ready to defend them. They had to be ready to defend
their analyses because he was merciless in his criticism. The first time students faced his critique, they
were often reduced to mumbling. The second (third, fourth and nth) times, they were stronger thinkers and
better sociologists because of these critiques. The Rural Sociological Society honored Bill and his teaching
by bestowing on him in 1994 their Teaching Excellence Award.

Although Bill was a demanding teacher, he was also welcoming on a personal level. His graduate
students often congregated at his and his wife Eileen’s home. Students were cheerfully fed and often par-
ticipated in whatever the five Kuvlesky children’s activities encompassed at the time. So, graduate stu-
dents sometimes found themselves, unexpectedly, umpiring softball or baseball games.

Bill was a truly unique person and sociologist. He was not the kind of person to worry about politi-
cal consequences. This made him an invaluable colleague, mentor and friend. He always told us exactly
what he thought and why. We shall miss his sage advice, his critiques and his laughter.

William W. Falk, University of Maryland, Dudley L Poston and Jane Sell, Texas A&M University



